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Well, my year in the East is over. I know its cliché but it seems only yesterday we started this journey together!   When I went to the East I intended to make the focus of my year Masonic education, and I think we have succeeded to some extent.  We started off the year with a talk about the “Lost Ark” by Brother Earl Schwenk, we began “dinner and a movie” covering such topics as Kabala, the Crusades, the Knights Templars, Alchemy, Egypt and Masonic history. We enjoyed the degrees performed in the Lodge for the class of ’09. We had a presentation on Rosslyn Chapel and got our first chance to enjoy Brother John Lawson’s substantial knowledge on the subject and we got to see slides from his tour of the Temple House. Illustrious Charles Davis and Brother Connie Eckert completed the Master Craftsman program, and several Brothers joined the Research Society. We topped the year off with a talk by Illustrious Brother Brent Morris.   

We saw Illustrious Brother Ron Galpin and Warren Monroe receive their white caps, and Brothers Floyd Snyder, Joe Davis and Wes Door receive their red caps. The valley awarded Russ Campbell special recognition for his heroic efforts in the kitchen and helping with Valley activities and Brother Holt Hensley was made Tyler Emeritus. Wow! What a year!
All this we did during a year that saw the worst economic crash since the great depression. The stock market lost almost half its value, and our investments took a similar hit, but Illustrious Brother Allen Smith stayed on top of everything, managing our investments to minimize the impact, and the executive board worked to raise funds and curtail spending, and many of you donated money to the Valley. As a result, we weathered the storm, largely intact and are in a place to be cautiously optimistic about our finances.

Finally, I am reminded of the efforts of Brothers who where often in Lodge, helping quietly behind the scenes. There are too many examples to list but there was always Brother Ray Schulz, helping in the kitchen, Brother Joe Davis always ready to step in and help with anything.  Illustrious Brothers George Rieck and  Jim Door whose knowledge of the Craft,  leadership by example, and their friendly and compassionate attitude made everything we did better, and Illustrious Brother Ron Galpin who somehow keeps us on track and on mission. I believe the man could herd cats! To each of you, and to every Brother in the Valley, thank you!  Without you nothing would have happened and that would be a tragedy.

Thank you.

Mike
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