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VALLEY OF KENNEWICK SCOTTISH RITE

February 2009 Trestleboard
Ron Galpin, 32° KCCH, Secretary – 509-943-8573

Mike Priddy, 32°, Venerable Master – 509-366-3487
Kennewick Lodge – 509-586-3520

{I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.}

DATES OF IMPORTANCE
February 10, 2009 
7:30 Stated Meeting

4th Degree - Secret Master
February 24, 2009

6:00 Dinner and a Movie

7:30 Stated Meeting- 14th Degree - Perfect Elu
FROM THE EAST

My Brothers, 

Greetings from the East! I hope you are all well and happy, as this New Year begins to unfold. Just as we find ourselves at the beginning of the year, we find ourselves at the beginning of the annual journey we make with a new class of candidates. Next month we will greet our newest Brothers in the Scottish Rite at the door of our lodge, and as they experience the rituals and take the obligations for the first time, each of us will be renewed in own way as Scottish Rite Masons. We should each take this opportunity to reflect on our own Masonic, and spiritual path, as these newest brothers step cautiously across the threshold toward greater light in Masonry. 

The 4th degree teaches us that the duties of a Secret Master are Silence, Obedience, and Fidelity. These are words that don’t seem to have much value in our modern world, but a closer examination of the concepts they represent might reveal that many of the worlds’ ills could be relieved by the judicious application of these traits. 

Silence, we are taught means to keep the secrets of the Order.  I can’t tell you how many books I’ve read or T.V. shows that I have watched in which people express a belief that we have profound secrets that we use to control the world. As you know this is ridiculous. Every Masonic secret has been published somewhere and none of them give us power in the outside world, at least as far as wealth or politics are concerned. But the faith in each other that comes from knowing a Mason can be trusted with a secret, that he can know a thing and never say it, gives us the power that comes to any group with profound trust in its membership. As a man I know I can confide in my brothers in my darkest hours and will receive the benefit of their help.  I also think that Silence is a guard against gossip, that cancer that can tare a community apart.

Obedience does not call us to submission of our will to the tyrant or the fool, but calls us to honor the agreement that we all make by living in a society, to work within the laws of that society, or fraternity, and to use the system to change it from within when we disagree. But even more importantly obedience teaches us that there are things greater than us. Our own little egos are not the most important thing in the world.  With obedience comes humility, one of the most sacred of human traits. How much better would the world be if there was just a little more humility?

Finally there is Fidelity. This word is so seldom used anymore that it seems archaic, and how sad is that? When a man gives his word, we are taught, he should keep it. Not because he will be penalized or embarrassed for breaking it, but because his own honor, before man and God, depends on it. Like silence, there is great power in fidelity. When your brothers know you will keep your word you become a man who is respected and others will seek to work with you. Fidelity, as much as anything, is the cement that binds us together into a cohesive whole, into a sacred society. But the greatest reward of fidelity is a sense of self worth, of knowing that you are a man of honor, in short it is the beginning of being a good man. 
Taken as a whole Silence, Obedience, and Fidelity turn a loose confederation of men into a sacred fraternity.  These three pillars of our fraternity can become the foundation for a great temple, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

I’d personally like to thank Brothers, Earl Schwenk, Jim Door, and Russ Campbell for their help with special presentations and programs in January, as well as all the brothers who work so hard to keep our valley running (you know who you are!). Also, I’d like to congratulate Brother Connie Eckard on completing the Master Craftsman program, well done! Thank you brothers!

Finally, please keep all our brothers who are under the weather in your thoughts and prayers, especially Bill Dodd and Holt Hensley.  Get well soon Brothers!

Fraternally,

Mike







