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MESSAGE FROM THE EAST

My Brothers, 

The year really seems to be picking up speed now. This month we will catch up two new members of this year’s class to the 14th degree and then move the entire class forward through the 18th degree, Knight of the Rose Croix. What’s amazing is we will do all that in one night! The next meeting, the 24th we’ll have our annual Rose Croix Memorial Service and Dinner. So, it seems this month is entirely dedicated to the Rose Croix.

So, I thought I’d focus this Trestlelboard on the 18th degree, Knight of the Rose Croix. Central to the 18th degree are the concepts of Faith, Hope and Charity.  We are taught that we should have Faith in God and Man, Hope in the eventual victory of good over evil, in the advancement of mankind, and in the after-life, and that we should be Charitable in relieving the wants of others and in tolerance of other’s faults and mistakes.  Wow! That’s a big order for anyone.  

Every day we turn on the TV or the computer and see our economy shrink, violence and intolerance between people of different races, gender or religion. We see the rich take advantage of the poor and sometimes we see the poor prey on the rich.  We see disease, we see famine, and we see natural disasters. It sometimes seems that everything teeters on the brink of oblivion. And yet…the sun rises, the rain ends, the clouds part. It is, I think, these very tragedies that call out those most noble human traits, Faith Hope and Charity. Can you think of a single disaster anywhere in the world that hasn’t stimulated an act of selfless heroism or unselfish charity? I can’t. Consider your own life, and those times when tragedy struck. How long was it before friends and families stepped forward to help you out?  I recently injured my hand badly while working on my house. That very night a brother and his wife were in the emergency room with my wife, while I was in surgery. And the next week that brother and another came to my home and finished the work I had started (Thanks Jay and Paul!). Charity. Charity is everywhere in this world, most especially in Masonry, and Charity is a good reason to have Faith and Hope.  
I apologize for being late this month, but after the accident I lost a week or two. Hopefully I’m back on track. 

Fraternally,
Mike Priddy, 366-3487
Venerable Master







