Scottish Rite Trestleboard

As I write this it’s the night before this year’s class receives the 32 degree. As the new degree master of this degree I am apprehensive about how things will go. Not because I’m worried about our team doing a good job, because I know they will, but because I feel the weight of over two hundred years of the high degrees being given to Masons in the Scottish Rite. This is the last degree that these young brothers will receive in our order, and more than any other degree it will leave an enduring impression. I want to get it right. When I say that this tradition is over two hundred years old, I am also aware that elements of this degree are much older, coming down to us from civilizations long turned to dust. There is some evidence that the traditions that we draw from might be as old as the pyramids.  These young brothers are being initiated in to a continuous, unbroken, line that shares its roots with all the world’s religions, with the founders of the great philosophies, with the fathers of science, democracy, and our concept of justice and law.  In short we are bringing them into a brotherhood that has brought much of the light in the world, to the world.

When I enter a court room and see justice done, fairly based on law, I know that Masonry played a part in that, when I enter a laboratory and am marveled by the achievements of science and medicine, I know that Masonry played a part, when I see people of different faith coming together to do good works, I know this is a Masonic ideal. There is no part of what is good in our world that Masonry has not influenced either by being the incubator of the great ideas of western civilization or by the efforts of an individual Mason.  In short we are inviting these brothers to be a part of the history of mankind. I hope they understand that, and I hope we can communicate that to them. 

Each generation is called upon by providence to take up the mantle of responsibility for the continuance of our civilization. While many are content to passively enjoy the benefits of this world, this is not Masonry. We have all vowed to make a difference. Simply swearing to be good men is no trivial act, in a world filled with mediocrity. Remember that to be a part of something as old and important as Masonry is by necessity to be focused on the long run, not just what’s happening in front of us. We must always have an eye on the future. Tomorrow we will initiate these brothers to the 32nd degree.  When we face them in the Lodge and bring them the through this degree we will be their doorway to the past, and they will be our doorway to the future. 

It’s my sincere hope that we will each be renewed in our own oaths as we listen to them once again verbalized, and once renewed dream again of how we might serve the Rite and by extension Mankind.

Thank you all for your hard work in this year’s degree work. You have all done a wonderful job, and have done your part to move the Rite forward. Well done!

Mike 

