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VALLEY OF KENNEWICK SCOTTISH RITE

September 2009 Trestle board

Ron Galpin, 32° KCCH, Secretary – 509-943-8573

Mike Priddy, 32°, Venerable Master – 509-366-3487
Kennewick Lodge – 509-586-3520

Brothers,

Once again our temples go from darkness to light, just as the earth moves from the light of summer to the darkness of winter. For me as Venerable Master it is the beginning of the end. Too quickly we will move through Tishri, our second victory dinner, and then elections.  Soon there will be a new Venerable Master, a new class of candidates and a new set of challenges. 
This last year we have faced some pretty grim challenges, in the form of a severe financial crisis that left our cash flow, flowing in the wrong direction. Thanks to the diligence of Ill. Allen Smith, and the hard work of all our brothers, I think the worst is past, (although we still aren’t quite breaking even!) Many of you contributed generously to our coffers, and many helped out by providing services that might have cost us money. Thank you all!

I am beginning to plan for the Feast of Tishri. This year we will be honored by a talk provided by Ron Kathrin about the Tishri and the Jewish holiday of Sukkoth. I believe you will find the feast and talk quite enjoyable, and maybe a little educational. Please plan on attending October 13th. We will be calling around before the feast to get a head count.

The Scottish Rite has long been considered the University of Masonry, and many look to us for our knowledge of Masonry, its rites, it history and its traditions. Later this month author Dan Brown, author of The Da Vinci Code and Angels and Demons, will release a new novel that is reportedly about Masonry. Just like after The Da Vinci Code, there will no doubt be many questions, many misrepresentations and much curiosity about Masonry.  I know some of you groan at the idea of being connected with a work of fiction like this, but I see it as an opportunity, an opportunity to set the record straight about who we are and what we are about.  So my brothers, pull out that Scottish Rite monitor, blow off the dust and do a little studying. Be ready for the inevitable question about our Fraternity. 
Fraternally,
Mike

