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Valley of Kennewick Scottish Rite
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	Contact Info.

Ron Galpin, Secretary  – 509-943-8573 galpin@charter.net
Jim Chase, Venerable Master – 509-586-5525
jwchase@excite.com

Kennewick Lodge       509-586-3520
	  Important Dates to Remember

  December 11th   –   Installation of Officer’s   - 7 pm 
  December 25th    – Merry Christmas – No Meeting
  


The Scottish Rite Creed of Freemasonry-

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.
Tradition . . . 
Do you remember that song from the Fiddler on the Roof that Tevye (Topol) sang so well?

What traditions are prevalent in our lives?  Getting up at a certain time each morning?  Getting together with family on the holidays?  Having turkey on Thanksgiving, and Christmas?  Attending church on Sundays?  
Traditions, as explained in the dictionary can be beliefs or customs taught by one generation to the next, often orally.  They are passed on from generation to generation.  They can be any set of customs or practices. For example, we can speak of Christmas traditions. 

Fremasonry is loaded with traditions (the Degrees in Blue Lodge, and the Degrees in Scottish Rite, to name a few).  Our using the ritualistic ceremonies are traditional, in that we pass the information along to new members, from generation to generation.  It’s part of our obligation and duties as Masons.
Speaking of traditions, I’d like to tell you of a Christmas tradition I started years ago when my children were small and just beginning to read.  
Remember those gifts to your children that were awkward or impossible to wrap?  You remember . . . the tricycles or bicycles, or a set of skis, or toys that came in big box?

My parents set those kids of gifts by the tree and when we kids came to the living room Christmas morning, there they would be, in plain site.  I thought about how it could be done differently and what types of things I could do to make Christmas more memorable.  I also wanted to try to incorporate some sharing of feelings toward one another.  Sometimes we get caught up watching TV, or the kids playing video games, that we don’t get the opportunity to communicate to one another.  

Here’s what I did.  I would hide those large gifts and, by following some instructions, or clues, they could find that gift.  I would place a clue on the tree as to where they might find the next clue.  The next clue would lead them to another clue and maybe to a few more until I told them, in the last clue, where to find their gift.

These clues might make them sing a Christmas carol in front of everyone, or read poem, or fetch me and Mom a refill on our coffee, but I asked all of them to tell me that they loved me, and tell Mom they loved her, before they could hunt for the next clue.  I also had them tell their brothers or sisters that they loved them and what they love about them.  I also told them what made them special to me, and that I was proud of the person they were becoming. 

I would also have them do silly things like run around the house and flush all the toilets in less than 30 seconds or do 10 push-ups.  I might have them run around the outside of the house (which was fun if there was snow on the ground).  I would hide the clues around the house under plates or behind pictures on the walls or in the freezer or in the oven.  One year I made my son run down the street to the mailbox for one of his clues.  Another time I had him run over the neighbor’s house and wish them a Merry Christmas and to get the next clue (of course I hadn’t told the neighbor and he did not have the next clue).  We would laugh so many times.  And there were times where we would shed some tears because of something I’d have them read.  I’d like to think we are a closer family because of that tradition.  I’ve now started to hide gifts for my grandchildren.

I hope you will continue all your Christmas traditions and keep them memorable for you and your family.

It’s never too late to add to your list of traditions.

I have enjoyed being the Venerable Master over the past year.  We’ve even started some new traditions at our meetings.  I hope you will start the tradition of coming to the valley meeting next year (add it to your list of New Years Resolutions).  I hope to see you at the Installation of Officer’s on December 11th.
With Fraternal Love and Affection,       Jim Chase, Venerable Master

Brothers don't forget that your dues are due again already!  If you want to take advantage of a great opportunity pay just $100.00 for the next 5 years and you will be the holder of an endowed life membership and never need to worry about dues again.  If you wish to pay for a Life Membership in one payment the cost is $200.00 if you are over 75 or $500.00 for those under 75 years of age.
We still have a few of the books available from the Arturo De Hoyas visit. "Is It True What They Say About The Freemasons?".  They are $15.00 each.  Contact Ron Galpin if you would like to buy a copy for yourself or as a Christmas gift to someone you know.

Thank to those brothers who performed the 8th degree at the November 27th  meeting.

What a great lesson.  

We should strive for perfection by using the great principles of "God's inherent love, charity, morality and kindness". 

The Officer Installation on December 11th is a public meeting.  Please bring your spouses or significant others.  Guests are also welcome to attend.  It will begin at 7 pm.  
Sadly . . . 
No one recited the Scottish Rite Creed at the last meeting.  I had purchased a gift to give to whoever memorized and recited it at the last meeting.  I guess I get to keep it.
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