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Valley of Kennewick Scottish Rite

March 2007 Trestleboard


	Contact Info.

Ron Galpin, Secretary  – 509-943-8573 galpin@charter.net
Jim Chase, Venerable Master – 509-586-5525
jwchase@excite.com

Kennewick Lodge       509-586-3520
	  Important Dates to Remember

  April 10th – Stated Meeting – 7:30 pm

  April 24th – Stated Meeting – 7:30 pm
  April 27th and 28th – Special – Fast Class
     Fri. night at 7:00 pm and Sat. morn. at 7:30 am


The Scottish Rite Creed of Freemasonry-

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.
    Facing the GIANTS !
As we travel through life we encounter obstacles that are difficult to overcome.  Try as we might, some problems just seem too much to overcome and we sometimes give up the fight and try to live with them.  These GIANTS can rule our lives if we let them.  
My wife and I have been doing some traveling lately.  We have a portable DVD player and, during a recent flight to California, watched a movie titled “Facing the Giants”.  It’s a story about a high school football coach who is faced with a series of defeats and humiliations that assault his sense of self and leave him wondering what God is doing.  At one point he refers to his seemingly insurmountable personal and professional problems as “giants of fear and failure”.  He begins to turn his life around when he stops looking at his problems and starts looking at God instead.  After six loosing football seasons he offers up a new team philosophy and declares football too small a thing to live for.  There are several turns and twists in the movie that make it, in my opinion, one of the best movies that I have seen.  The acting probably won’t win any Academy Awards, but the story is priceless.
What are the Giants in your world?  How does their presence affect your sense of self?  How do they affect your vision of who God is and how He is working in your life?  What are areas of your life that you need to surrender to God in order to experience His victory?
In last month’s Trestleboard I encouraged you to read with your child.  This month I am encouraging you to watch this movie, “Facing the Giants” with your family.  My wife purchased it at Wal-Mart.  

I mentioned I had traveled to California.  I attended the California Society of Municipal Finance Officer’s Association annual convention.  It is one of my duties as the President of the Washington Finance Officer’s Association.  I had the opportunity to speak in front of the 650 finance professionals in attendance.  I was so moved by the movie that I mentioned it in my speech.  I did the same at the Oregon Municipal Finance Officer’s Association convention the following week.

We recently held the Chapter of St Croix Memorial Dinner for those brothers who have left this world and have traveled on to the Celestial Valley above.  It was very well attended.  Bro. Connie Eckard, 32o, delivered a wonderful oration and Bro. Jim Door, 33o, presented a memorable program that everyone enjoyed.
There will be a new member fast class on April 27th and 28th.  The Ron Brodzinski Class will be the largest class in quite sometime.  Friday night (27th) we will begin at 7:00 pm.  Saturday morning (28th) we will begin at 7:30 am.  We will go through the 32o.  Please come and help with the degrees or just come and see them once again.  We’ll have some coffee and donuts and possibly some other breakfast items. 
With Fraternal Love and Affection,       
Jim Chase, Venerable Master

The May plans for our visit from Ill. Bros. Arturo de Hoyos, 33o Grand Archivist/Grand Historian have changed.  We are now planning on his visiting in September.  More information later.
Heidi Fray, Executive Director for the RiteCare Foundation of Washington, will be the guest speaker at the April 10th meeting.  Please pan to come to the meeting and listen Heidi talk about a most important topic . . . helping children to hear . . . to speak . . . and to understand.
Please let this be an invitation to other Valleys to come and hear what Heidi has to say. 
9th degree - Elu of the Nine (Elected Knight of the Nine):  Scottish Rite virtues are at the very heart of this degree:  Truth, Candor and Generosity.  We should use these to shape our lives and conduct.
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