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Valley of Kennewick Scottish Rite

June 2007 Trestleboard


	Contact Info.

Ron Galpin, Secretary  – 509-943-8573 galpin@charter.net
Jim Chase, Venerable Master – 509-586-5525
jwchase@excite.com

Kennewick Lodge       509-586-3520
	  Important Dates to Remember

  June 12th   – Stated Meeting    – 7:30 pm

  June 26th – Ice Cream Social    – 6:30 pm

  


The Scottish Rite Creed of Freemasonry-

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.
 Hoist that Flag . . .  Hail to the Red, White and Blue . . .
I pledge allegiance to my Flag,
and to the Republic for which it stands:
one Nation indivisible,
With Liberty and Justice for all.
On Columbus Day in October 1892, the above Pledge of Allegiance was repeated by more than 12 million public school children in every state in the union.  The wording of the Pledge has since been modified three times.
On June 14, 1923, at the First National Flag Conference held in Washington, D.C., and under the leadership of the American Legion and the Daughters of the American Revolution, some words were added on the grounds that some foreign-born children and adults, when giving the Pledge, might have in mind the flag of their native land.  
In 1923, the words “the flag of the United States” were substituted for “my flag.”  And it read, 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States,
and to the Republic for which it stands:
one Nation indivisible,
With Liberty and Justice for all.
And in 1924, “of America” was added.  And it read,
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,
and to the Republic for which it stands:
one Nation indivisible,
With Liberty and Justice for all. 
The last change in the Pledge of Allegiance occurred on June 14 (Flag Day), 1954 when President Dwight D. Eisenhower approved adding the words "under God".  As he authorized this change he said, 

"In this way we are reaffirming the transcendence of religious faith in America's heritage and future; in this way we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever will be our country's most powerful resource in peace and war."

This was the last change made to the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 23 words what had been initially penned for a Columbus Day celebration now comprised a Thirty-one word profession of loyalty and devotion to not only a flag, but to a way of life . . . the American ideal.  The words now read:
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands,
one nation under God, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.”
The Pledge of Allegiance continued to be recited daily by children in schools across America, and gained heightened popularity among adults during the patriotic fervor created by World War II.  It still was an "unofficial" pledge until June 22, 1942 when the United States Congress included the Pledge to the Flag in the 

United States Flag Code (Title 36).  In 1945 the Pledge to the Flag received its official title as: The Pledge of Allegiance.
When the Pledge is being given, all should stand with the right hand over the heart, fingers together and horizontal with the arm at as near a right angle as possible.  After the words "justice for all," the arm should drop to the side.  While giving the Pledge of Allegiance all should face the flag.
No disrespect is displayed by giving the Pledge with a gloved hand over the heart, but attention should be given to the fact that an Army Officer or an enlisted man always removes his right glove upon taking his oath as a witness. 
PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –

The idea of the annual PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE originated in 1980 at the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House in Baltimore, Maryland.  The National Flag Day Foundation, Inc. was created in 1982 “to conduct educational programs throughout the United States in promotion of National Flag Day and to encourage national patriotism by promotion of the PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.”
On June 20, 1985, the Ninety-Ninth Congress passed and President Reagan signed Public Law 99-54 recognizing the PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE as part of National Flag Day activities. It is an invitation urging all Americans to participate on Flag Day, June 14, 7:00 p.m. (EDT) in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
With FLAG DAY less than a week away, please PAUSE from your daily routine at 4:00 pm PDT to recite the PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  It’s the PATRIOTIC thing to do.
  
With Fraternal Love and Affection,       Jim Chase, Venerable Master

We will draw the raffle ticket for the 32nd Degree Scottish Rite ring at the Ice Cream Social on June 26th.  Brother Mac McKinney has the tickets.  The proceeds will go to the Rite Care to help children with speech disorders.
Ill. Bros. Art De Hoyos, the Scottish Rite Grand Historian will be in Kennewick on October 4th to deliver a very important message.  This will be his only Eastern Washington Speaking engagement.  We will be making special dinner and meeting plans to host this very special visit.  Keep that evening open.  You’ll not want to miss it.
Congratulations to those who “graduated” in the Ron Brodzinski Class.  
“Thank You” to Jim Door 33o and Jacob Horton 32o for their heartwarming stories and memories of Ron.  
May we live as masons as well as he did.
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