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Valley of Kennewick Scottish Rite

March 2007 Trestleboard


	Contact Info.

Ron Galpin, Secretary  – 509-943-8573 galpin@charter.net
Jim Chase, Venerable Master – 509-586-5525
jwchase@excite.com

Kennewick Lodge       509-586-3520
	  Important Dates to Remember

  March 13th – Stated Meeting – 7:30 pm &
      32nd Degree
  March 27th – Stated Meeting – 7:30 pm
     


The Scottish Rite Creed of Freemasonry-

Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of conscience our mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal.
    CAN YOU READ THIS . . .

It is so much fun to read to your children (or grandchildren)! Why not do it every day?

People wonder why they should read to their children when they can watch TV and videos. Here are some reasons why: 

When your children listen to you reading them a story, they must be physically close to you in order to hear you.  It is a wonderful time to cuddle them.  They feel safe and secure.

Children love stories.  You can laugh together about the funny things or discuss the scary things that happen in books.  Good books can also help to bring up topics that you have prayerfully asked God to help you talk about with your children.  
Reading is the key to all academic success.  Statistics show that children who are read to learn to read better than children whose parents or grandparents do not read to them.

If you read to your children you are showing them that you think reading is important.  If they think you value reading, they will be more motivated to become a good reader.

Reading holds the key to success.  A computer is a useless tool unless the user can read. Your child deserves all the help he or she can get to be a good reader. 

If you don't feel you read aloud well, be honest about it.  Tell your children to help you. Little children love to help their parents, and you can all learn together. 
I recently attended a local Kiwanis meeting where the speaker, former Kennewick Police Chief Marc Harden, now the Director the Reading Foundation, stated that it costs the local school districts approximately $3,000 per year, PER CHILD who is behind in reading.  He also confirmed that nearly all men in prison are functionally illiterate.  
There are also children who have speech and language disorders and have difficulties not only reading, but communicating.  Children who have these problems are sometimes hard to detect.  There is a wide age range for children to begin talking.  Parents may not recognize this as soon as they should or misinterpret the symptoms.  These children are often slow in developing a vocabulary or are difficult to understand, using incomplete or incorrect sentences or gibberish.  They may have difficulties with attention, memory, or word retrieval.  They may be slow in processing auditory information.  There are many technical diagnostic terms for these problems, and some of them can sound terrifying to parents.  However, parents must remember that many of these dysfunctions do not mean mental deficiency or emotional disturbance.  
We recently read a thank you card aloud, at a Valley meeting, from the mother of a child that was helped by the local RiteCare program.  She was so grateful this program existed. 
I was also informed recently that there are 6 children, locally, on the waiting list to get into the program.  In order for them to help, we need additional funding.  
WHAT CAN YOU DO ????  

Read to your child for 20 minutes a day.  It’s one of the best investments you can make.  
AND . . .  Give to the Scottish Rite RiteCare Program of Washington.  
You can also help RiteCare by designating your United Way donation to RiteCare of Washington, signup for a RiteCare VISA card or purchase a “Helping Kids Speak” Masonic License Plate.  Visit www.seattlescottishrite.org.
With Fraternal Love and Affection,       
Jim Chase, Venerable Master

There will be a new member fast class on April 27th and 28th.  The Ron Brodzinski Class will be the largest class in quite sometime.

We are finalizing plans for Ill. Bros. Arturo de Hoyos, 33o Grand Archivist/Grand Historian of the Supreme Council of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of the Southern Jurisdiction, USA, to be our special guest speaker for the victory dinner on May 17th.  More info later.
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