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From The East

Happy New Year!!!  It has been a busy year thus far.  We have performed five Entered Apprentice Degrees, supported the Masonic Shuttle at the Columbia Center Mall, installed a fence around our parking lot, had one Brother complete his Lodge Officer Proficiency and performed two Graveside Funeral Services.  This New Year brings more for us to do.  We have the Sweetheart/Widows dinner scheduled for February 13th, Masonic Scholarships/Achievement for Juniors to issue and receive in February and March, the first round of bikes to give away for Bikes for Books and the second round of bikes to place in the schools in January and some other items still in the planning stages.  We are also starting a Masonic Education night that will be conducted on the second and forth  Wednesday of each month.  If you are a candidate working on your proficiency or a Master Mason seeking to improve your knowledge of the esoteric work, someone will be available to assist you starting at 7:30 PM.  And who said we are not busy?  It is exciting to see all this activity going on and the impacts we are making.


With the onset on the New Year, I would like for each of us to look inward and reflect on what it means to you to be a Mason.  Masonry is the world’s largest and oldest fraternity.  What makes us so unique from the other organizations like the Lions, Eagles, Rotary and the like?  We are service oriented, like these other organization, but that is not our main focus.  Our focus is and should always remain the character building of our members.  When you are reflecting and thinking about why you became a Mason, think about the obligation(s) you took at the Altar, the lecture(s) for those degrees, the charge you were given at the completion of each degree and finally the charge normally given at the Altar to all Masons at the close of a State Meeting.  We are all created equal and on the Level when Lodge is in session.  We should be able to discuss any topic openly and vote our conscience without fear of reprisal.  If we remember why we became Masons and the most excellent tenants Freemasonry teaches us, we will be wiser, better and consequently happier.
         
Fraternally,

WBro. John A. Kimbrough, Worshipful Master
From the West
First of all "Happy New Year!"  


We all get asked from time to time "What do Freemasons Do?"  Well, lets face it, there are a lot of different answers to this question as we all have different points of view.  One of the most fascinating aspects is how so many men, from so many different walks of life, can meet together in peace, always conducting their affairs in harmony and friendship and calling each other brother.  Here's my view point:


Our Masonic experiences encourage us to become better men, better husbands, better fathers and better citizens.  The fraternal bonds we form in the Lodge helps us build lifelong friendships with others who have similar goals and values.  Beyond its focus on individual development and growth, Masonry is deeply involved with helping people and kids (as our Bikes for Books program).  Freemasons have and continue to contribute over two (2) million 
dollars a day to different charitable causes.  This, my brothers, represents an unparalleled example of the humanitarian commitment of this great and honorable fraternity.  "This is What We Do!!      
Fraternally,

Bro. Dan Dickey, Senior Warden  
From the Northeast







Polishing the Past

Recently I had the privilege to learn a valuable life, Masonic lesson. The Senior Warden and myself, seeing that the Lodge had only one door knocker, entered into an undertaking that, unknown to me, would teach me more than I had bargained for.


The plan was simple: Remove the old door knocker from the outer door and place it on the prep room door. However, this knocker, having been there since the door was hung, was not going to relinquish its hold on that door. After a broken screwdriver and the changing of the outer and prep room doors, it looked like that old knocker was going to stay right where it was. Resigned to the fact that I would not be able to move the old knocker, it was decided that the new knockers would be placed on the inside of both the outer and prep room doors.


After hanging the new knockers, I took a step back to admire the new look and, of course, pat myself on the back for my momentous contribution to changing the Lodge. I then took another look at the old knocker. It was covered with paint and discolored from age, which I’m sure, was due to its stubborn hold on the outer door when it was painted and made to look new again. That old knocker sure looked out of place, dingy and dull and not at all like the new ones.  I felt it necessary to clean and shine the old thing so it would look as good as the new ones we just installed.


I started the task of cleaning the old knocker on Sunday. The lodge was empty, it was just me and the old knocker and I was going to shine it up and make it new.  I was not harsh or uncaring when I started the process. I used soft wire brushes to clean away the paint and than a soldier’s best friends, “BRASO and Q-tips”. As I cleaned, I started to worry because the old knocker was not cleaning up the way I had expected. The color was not the shinny gold you would see with brass, but a more copper color. I was concerned that I had damaged this piece of the Lodge that countless Tyler’s had used to sound the alarm, and I feared its value and history would be lost. I stepped back to reflect on this for a while. I looked at it from several angels, then I called a trusted friend and he looked at it with me.  After some good counsel and more thought, we found that it was bronze not brass at all.

I finished my task and reflected on the beauty of the old door knocker and the history it held. It was then I learned the lesson it was there to teach me: Change is often hard and rarely well received. Sometimes the old holds on so strongly that we can’t budge it, causing us to become angry and/or frustrated. But change doesn’t necessarily have to be something new, it can be something old just cleaned and polished to give it new life. 

So I offer this my Brothers, the next time you hear, that it’s time for change, think of the old door knocker. Maybe it just the old that we need to take out and clean up.

Fraternally,
Guess Who?
From the Secretary
Forget the hasty, unkind word;

Forget the slander you have heard;

Forget the quarrel and the cause;

Forget the whole affair, because, 

Forgetting is the only way.

Forget the storm of yesterday.

Forget the knocker, and the squeak;

Forget the bad day of the week.

Forget you’re not a millionaire;

Forget the grey streaks in your hair;

Forget to even get the blues –

But Don’t Forget









To Pay your Dues!
Fraternally,

WBro. Steve Williams, Secretary
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Junior Steward











Vacant

















Marshall
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District 23 Lodges

Euclid Lodge #125



1229 Bennett Ave, Prosser



2nd & 4th Thursday, 8:00 PM 


(509) 786-4010

Sunnyside Lodge #138      
6th & Harrison, Sunnyside



4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM





(509) 839-0241
Pasco Lodge #173 


1811 West Sylvester, 
Pasco


1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM



(509) 547-4506

Grandview Lodge #191

207 Ash Ave, Grandview




1st & 3rd Monday, 8:00 PM



(509) 882-6432
Benton Lodge #277


2nd & Alma, Benton City




1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM



(509) 588-3358

Richland Lodge #283


412 Thayer Drive, Richland



1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM



(509) 627-2918

Other Lodges in the Area

Pioneer Lodge #39



1811 West Sylvester, 
Pasco





2nd & 4th Saturday, 8:00 AM

(509) 547-4506
Tuscan Lodge #136


720  7th   Street, Umatilla OR






      2nd Monday, 7:00 PM
(541) 922-5091

Hermiston Lodge #138        200 West Orchard Ave, Hermiston , OR

1st  &  3rd Tuesday, 8:00 PM
(541) 567-5857
Umatilla Lodge #40


20 South DuPont St, Echo, OR





  
 2nd Tuesday, 7:00  PM
(541) 567-5930

Concordant Bodies

Valley of Kennewick, Scottish Rite




















2nd & 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Alma Chapter #100, Order of Eastern Star



















1st Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Kennewick Court of Amaranth #78





             4th Saturday, 2nd Saturday, November & December, 5:00 PM
Youth Groups
Kennewick Assembly #66, Rainbow for Girls















1st & 3rd  Monday, 7:00 PM

Kennewick Bethel #46, Job’s Daughters

















2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 PM

V.S. Bayne Chapter, Order of DeMolay





Richland Lodge






1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM

We will see you at the next Stated Communication!
2B1 – ASK1
  Kennewick Lodge No. 153  F. & A. M. of Washington                                   
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  http://www.lodge153.org 
IMPORTANT NOTICE!!
Kennewick Lodge #153
We are sending out the Trestleboard electronically!!
Provide your email address so we may continue to communicate with you.
Send it to: nano.tech@verizon.net  

Also, visit our website for events at the Lodge.  You will also be able to read the latest Trestleboard on our website: 
 http://www.lodge153.org
KennEwick Lodge #153 F&AM Of Washington
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