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Greetings Brethren!

UGH! April 15th is coming. Tax day. Every year 300,000,000 Americans file their tax forms with long faces and dread. But you know it’s an amazing thing really. Until 1776 no people on the planet had a say in their taxes, well except kings and popes.  April 15th is the day that Americans stand up and contribute to our defense, our roads, our schools, our hospitals, even to that man made star orbiting the earth each night, (the international space station). We own those things, we built them. If our civilization ended tonight these creations would marvel coming generations as the pyramids marvel us.  April 15th reminds us we own this country, and like responsible owners of anything it is our duty to maintain and protect it. When you drop off your tax forms and sign that check and feel that pain, stand up, straighten your back and know, KNOW, that you have contributed to freedom, not just for us but for all people of this good earth.

Last month we joined in celebrating our Past Masters. It was such an honor to listen to all the stories and remembrances.  When you think about the 100 + years our Lodge has seen, and the changes that have occurred since the Lodge first started meeting in 1906.  Telephones were rare, and cars were not yet the norm. America was not yet a superpower, and we had two world wars in front of us. The American Civil War was just 41 years in the past ( like 1970 now), and some of our Lodges founders were alive during that war, might even have fought in it! Women didn’t yet have the vote. This was the year of the great San Francisco quake, and there were only 45 States! Through all those changes Kennewick 153 endured, even thrived. When you put all that in perspective, really think about it, so many of the challenges we face seem trivial. Remembering our past, for me, gives me great faith in our future. Great hope…. 

Fraternally,

WB Mike Priddy
Worshipful Master, Kennewick 153

From the West
Brethren,
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Since April is the month of the Shrine Circus in the Tri-Cities, I thought it would be interesting to look at the history of the Shrine Circus. The first Shrine Circus was held by Moslem Shrine in Detroit in February, 1906. It started as a one-ring circus and the first show was held before about 3000 people. By 1925, it had grown to a three-ring circus. Over the first 20 years, the Shrine Circuses grew in popularity and by the mid 1920’s Shrine Circuses were being held across the country by Shrine Temples for their communities. In the 1930’s, The Hamid Morton circus joined forces with the Shrine and began performing circuses specifically for the Shrine for the purpose of raising funds for the Shrine Hospitals. Over the years, the Shrine Circuses have rivaled the great circuses in both size and quality. Most of the great circus families have performed in the Shrine Circus, including The Great Wallendas, Clyde Beatty, Emmett Kelly, and others.
 Today, Shrine Circuses are held every week from the first week of January until Thanksgiving week. Over 120 Shrine Circuses are performed each year in the US and 60 in Canada. Our circus will be held at the TRAC in Pasco on April 14, 15, 16 and 17. What a great way for us to help the Shrine Hospital.
Bro. Larry Smith
Senior Warden, Kennewick 153

From the South

Brethren,
I had an epiphany the other day; consider the beast of the field. The beast is perfectly content to be in the forest living his life at the top of the food chain. He doesn’t realize or even imagine that there is more to life than catching a fresh salmon once in a while, finding a mate, and growing old and fat. (Heh, Come to think of it, that’s not so bad.)

A profane man (a non-mason) is hardly better. He may or may not have a religious affiliation or philosophical interests, but he can’t even imagine and has no idea of the joys of Masonry. The old saying is, “If you’ve never had it, you don’t miss it”.

There are levels of realization and appreciation. Before I was a Mason, I thought I knew a few things about philosophy. I didn’t realize that there was a philosophy that was just my size; that already fit me. I didn’t have to make it up from scratch; I just had to buy in.

Brethren, Masonry is as deep as you wish to delve; I am constantly amazed by the beauties of the Pigpen Cipher, the Roslyn Castle and the like; ancient things, that prove the depth of ancient thought. Science tells us that modern humans have essentially been the same for 100,000 years. We think we are the penultimate of human evolution, but consider some of the things that were stepping stones to modern humans; Speech (the most important), an explanation of creation, tribal affiliations, and inherent customs (carried on by progeny, often without valid reason). These have all existed for 100,000 years.
Now, consider the things that bond us to the ancients; a need for ritual, a need for God, a need for family, and inherent customs (carried on by progeny, often without valid reason).We’re not so different after all.
It’s just that we have stepping stones to get a grip; we don’t have to reinvent the wheel. Freemasonry is one of those stepping stones. It’s a gift from the ancients to us, their progeny, to help us understand the place of man in this vast machine.

Fraternally,
Brother Paul Tunnell

Junior Warden, Kennewick 153

Education

Brethren,

As we contemplate the week behind where we experienced the beautiful Masonic 

funeral ritual demonstrated at lodge and as we contemplate the weeks ahead with all our degree work, I offer this excerpt from the writings of Manley P. Hall on occult masonry as a meditation to help prepare us for the work ahead. I hope you will think of these words as we go about our degree work.

"...it is only when the builder is raised that the symbol of mortality can be 

changed into that of immortality. Our bodies are the urn containing the ashes of Hiram, our lives are the broken pillars, crystallization is the coffin, and disintegration is the open grave. But above all is the sprig of evergreen promising life to those who raise the serpent power, and showing that under the debris of the temple is buried the body of the builder, who is "raised" where we liberate the divine life which is locked within our material nature.

There are many of these wonderful Masonic symbols handed down to us from the 

forgotten past; symbols who's meanings long lost have been buried beneath the 

mantle of materiality. The true mason-the child of light-- still cries out for liberation, and the empty throne of Egypt still waits for the king of the sun who was killed. All the world still waits for Balder the Beautiful to come to life again; for the crucified Christ to roll away the stone and rise from the tomb of matter bringing his own tomb with him.

When a man has so lived that he can understand this wonderful problem, the great eye or center of consciousness is enabled to see out through the clean glass of a purified body. The mystery of true masonry, long concealed from the profane, are then understood; and the new master, donning his robes of blue and gold, follows in the footsteps of the immortals who are climbing, step by step, the ladder leading upward to the seven stars. Far above the Ark--the source of life--floats over the waters of oblivion on high, and sends its messages down to the lower man through the cable tow. When this point is reached, the door in the "G" is closed forever, for the dot has returned to the circle; the threefold spirit and the threefold body are linked together in the eternal seal of Solomon. Then does the cornerstone which the builder rejected become again the head of the corner, and man--the capstone long missing from the universal temple-is again in place.

The daily occurrences of life are sharpening our senses and developing our 

faculties. These are the tools of the craft-the mallet, the chisel, and the 

rule--and with these self-developed tools we are slowly truing the rough ashler or cube into a finished block for the universal temple. It is only then that we become initiates of the flame, for only then does light take the place of darkness. As we wander through the vaulted chambers of our own being we learn the meaning of the vaulted chambers of the temple, and as the initiatory ritual unfolds before our eyes we should recognize in it the recapitulation of our own being, the unfoldment of our own consciousness, and the story of our own lives. With this thought on mind, we are able to understand not only why the Atlantians of old worshiped the rising sun, but also how the modern mason symbolizes this sun as Hiram the high born who, when he rises to the top of the temple, places a golden stone upon it and raises to life all things in man."

As we undertake this great work of initiation, it is my hope that we enter our duties with these great truths in our hearts and minds both for our new 

brothers, but also as a reflection of our own journey east.

 Fraternally,

 Brother John Lawson

The 2011 Hiram Award!
Brethren join me an congratulating WB Dan Dickey for winning the 2011 Hiram Award. WB Dan is a true pillar of our Masonic community. WB Dan has, served as Master of our Lodge, President of the Temple Board, Chairman of the Bikes for Books committee, the Music Scholarship committee, he has managed the yard sale, got our potlucks going again, given programs and always said YES when asked to help out. I can’t imagine a brother more deserving!!!

Thanks Brother Dan!
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Upcoming programs
Here is the Lodge Schedule for the rest of my year in the East:
April 13

3rd Degree

April 20

Program on Astronomy

April 29-30
 Temple Board Yard sale WB Dan Dickey coordinating

May 4


Past Masters run the Lodge

May 18

Step Up night

June 1

Grand Lodge Resolution Review

June 15

2011-12 Officer Elections

July 16

2011-12 Installation of Officers

Special events at our and other Lodges and Concordant  bodies.



Masonic Lunch 3rd Thursday each month, 11:30 Old Country Buffet, Kennewick



Masonic Breakfast 1st Friday each month 8:00 AM Country Gentleman, Kennewick

Temple Board Meeting 1st Wed each month at 6:30. All are encouraged to attend.
April 13  7:00 PM 3rd Degree, contact Brother Larry Smith if you want to help.

                                     Kennewick Lodge #153 Officers
Worshipful Master

WBro. Mike Priddy

Senior Warden

 
Bro. Larry Smith

Junior Warden


Bro. Paul Tunnell

Treasurer




VWBro. Allen Smith

Secretary





WBro. Steve Williams

Senior Deacon


Bro. Larry Brisbois
Junior Deacon


Bro. John Lawson
Senior Steward


Bro. Dave Husted

Junior Steward


Bro. Bob Baxter

Marshall





Bro. Rick Corson

Chaplain





Bro. Jim Door

Tyler






VWB Gene Spaulding

District 23 Lodges

Euclid Lodge #125



1229 Bennett Ave, Prosser



2nd & 4th Thursday, 7:00 PM 


(509) 786-4010

Sunnyside Lodge #138      
6th & Harrison, Sunnyside



4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM





(509) 839-0241
Pasco Lodge #173 


1811 West Sylvester, 
Pasco


1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM



(509) 547-4506

Grandview Lodge #191

207 Ash Ave, Grandview




1st & 3rd Monday, 7:00 PM



(509) 882-6432
Benton Lodge #277


2nd & Alma, Benton City




1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7:30 PM



(509) 588-3358

Richland Lodge #283


412 Thayer Drive, Richland



1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM



(509) 627-2918

Other Lodges in the Area
Pioneer Lodge #39



1811 West Sylvester, 
Pasco





2nd & 4th Saturday, 
8:00 AM
(509) 547-4506
Tuscan Lodge #136


720  7th   Street, Umatilla OR





2nd Monday, 


7:00 PM
(541) 922-5091

Hermiston Lodge #138        200 West Orchard Ave, Hermiston , OR

1st  &  3rd Tuesday, 8:00 PM
(541) 567-5857
Umatilla Lodge #40


20 South DuPont St, Echo, OR




2nd Tuesday, 


7:00  PM
(541) 567-5930

Concordant Bodies

Valley of Kennewick, Scottish Rite




















2nd & 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Alma Chapter #100, Order of Eastern Star



















1st Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Kennewick Court of Amaranth #78





             4th Saturday, 2nd Saturday, November & December, 5:00 PM
Youth Groups
Kennewick Assembly #66, Rainbow for Girls















1st & 3rd  Monday, 7:00 PM

Kennewick Bethel #46, Job’s Daughters

















2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 PM

V.S. Bayne Chapter, Order of DeMolay





Richland Lodge






1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM
We are sending out the Trestleboard electronically!!

Provide your email address so we may continue to communicate with you.

Send it to: ljrksmith@msn.com 
Also, visit our website for events at the Lodge.  You will also be able to read the latest Trestleboard on our website: 

 http://www.lodge153.org
2B1 – ASK1
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