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KennEwick Lodge #153 F&AM Of Washington



NEwsletter/trestle board 
September 2010 
A.:L.: 6010
From The East
Brethren,
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It’s been a busy summer. Since Installation in July the officers have been meeting every Wednesday to practice our ritual, and build on the fellowship we started at installation. We’ve worked hard and had some fun. All in all its been a good summer. Now it is time we settle into our Masonic year and get to work!
 I’m going to ask you a serious question, and I want you to think hard about it. I asked the officers this question at our first practice, and now I pose it to you. What kind of year do you want to have?  Do you want a year of fellowship, enlightenment, service, involvement and achievement?  If you do, if that is really what you want, then guess what, it’s totally in your power to have that.  We decide what kind of year we will have in what is probably the truest form of democracy. We vote in this democracy with our actions rather than our ballots. 
To my mind there are a few things each of us must do in order to have a great year. First, we MUST accept every Brother as a Brother. You may disagree with that brother, you may have little in common with that brother, but remember that at the altar of the Supreme Architect you have promised to relieve and assist any brother who shall need you assistance. You have promised to kindly advise him of his faults, to add in his reformation and to defend his character. If you can do that we are half way home. Second, we must have a shared vision of the meaning of Masonry. Masonry has always claimed that it takes good men and makes them better. If we each accept this vision in our heart, that we are here to become better men, focus on our own short comings rather than someone else’s, then I think we are truly on the path. Finally, we must share in the work of Masonry. Each of us must carry his share of the load. This is your Lodge, make of it what you will.  

Tonight I was talking to the JW about what it means to be an officer in the Lodge. We both have come to the conclusion to be an officer is to serve, not be served. There is no more noble act than to serve, no more rewarding gift to self than to serve. I encourage each of you to the service of your Lodge and your Brethren.  
Now, let us begin again. 
W.:B.: Mike Priddy

Worshipful Master
From the West
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In our esoteric work we refer to the “light by which we work.”  I think if you asked many different Master Masons from where that light comes, most would credit the Great Architect, as would I, but I also believe there is another source of light. I believe that each of us can be a source of light or darkness and that it is our choice to be one or the other. Being human beings, there will always be dark times in our lives. The only question is how we react or respond to that darkness. Do we let it overwhelm us or do we find a way to let our inner light overcome the darkness? Our Lodge, consisting of human beings, has the same issues and concerns. There will always be times when darkness lurks. There will always be times when Brother disagrees with Brother. There will always be times when emotion threatens to let in the darkness. But in this time of new beginnings, I believe that we must allow our inner light to overcome that darkness. If we disagree with a Brother, let our words and actions bring light to the situation, rather than darkness. If emotion threatens to lead us down a dark path, rest a moment and let light bring us back to the calm. I believe there is an abundance of light in our Lodge. I see it in the eyes of every Brother, in the firm grips of friendship, in the heartfelt good wishes when meeting or parting and in the willingness to lend a helping hand. As we begin this new Lodge year, let each of us do our part to keep the darkness out of our Lodge so that the “light by which we work” is truly dazzling.
Fraternally,

Brother  Larry Smith

Senior Warden
From the South

Greetings from the South. I hope everyone had a pleasant summer. WB Mike Priddy has been working the officers hard to be ready for the fall and the results are showing. We’ve had good attendance at these practice sessions which shows the dedication I feel from this group. We also owe a hearty thank you to the Past Masters who took the time to show up and give us constructive criticism, especially WB Iman Wintz, VWB Bill Dodd, VWB Gene Spaulding and WB John Kimbrough. Brothers, thank you for taking the time to pass along your invaluable wealth of experience to the new officers.
We are going to be busy in September. The Lodge has elected three new members who are waiting for the Entered Apprentice Degree so we will be busy right out of the gate. I understand that we have some petitions as well. This is a heart-warming development for us, to bring new blood into the Lodge and to be able to share the Light of Masonry to some new brethren. We should be fairly proficient in the first degree; at least, by the time we get through this.
WB Mike has also put together some interesting programs for the next few weeks. If any brother has ideas for something they would like us to do, let us know. We are collectively committed to giving the membership a reason to come to Lodge besides sitting through a business meeting and having refreshments afterwards. Our first meeting is September 1st at 7:30. We will have a guest speaker and election for Secretary. Temple Board will meet in the library at 6:30.
Fraternally,

Brother Paul Tunnell

Junior Warden

Contributions by Brethren in the Lodge
The Trestleboard is not just a forum for officers to communicate to the Lodge, it is also a place where each of you can contribute to our Lodge. This month WB Iman Wintz and Bro. John Lawson, J.:D.:,  have submitted contributions for your enjoyment.  I applaud their effort, and encourage anyone who has something positive and enlightening to make a contribution. A Lodge of Masons is truly a community of Light, and each of us brings something unique to the table.  Enjoy.
From Refreshment to Labor Again
Submitted by W.:B.: Iman Wintz
 
Vacation time is over,
  Summer has come and gone;
We return to our labors refreshed,
  To the work that needs to be done.
We take up the Chisel and Mallet,
  The Square, the Level, and Plumb;
Working our trade as Masons,
  Doing all tasks as they come.
No shirkers or drones among us,
  No duties or chores do we shun;
There is much that needs our attention,
  For a Mason's work is never done.
 
(R.W. Cyril E. Brubaker)
A contribution by Brother John Lawson, J.:D.:
Brethren,

It is with honor and privilege that I present to you excerpts from Albert Pike’s great opus work, Morals and Dogma, as a part of our trestleboard communications this year.  It is my humble opinion that this work should be on every shelf of every mason and thoroughly read and understood. It is my hope that perhaps becoming familiar in small bites with these excerpts it may provide you the inspiration to begin what I promise will be a life-long study full of insight and reward.

I begin with what I consider an appropriate section at the end of the 4th degree, Secret Master, where Pike clearly lays out for us our obligations to us, our family, our lodge, community, and nation. This seemed especially appropriate to me as we begin a new year with the prospects of new apprentices joining our ranks and watching each of us as an example to them. 

Fides servailda est- Faith must be kept

An excerpt from “Morals and Dogma” by Albert Pike

“The word of a Mason, like the word of a knight in the times of chivalry, once given must be sacred; and the judgment of his brothers, upon him who violates his pledge, should be stern as the judgments of the Roman Censors against him who violated his oath. Good faith is revered among Masons as it was among the Romans, who placed its statue in the

capitol, next to that of Jupiter Maximus  Optimus; and we, like them, hold that calamity should always be chosen rather than baseness; and with the knights of old, that one should always die rather than be dishonored.

Be faithful, therefore, to the promises you make, to the pledges you give, and to the vows that you assume, since to break either is base and dishonorable. Be faithful to your family, and perform all the duties of a good father, a good son, a good husband, and a good brother.

Be faithful to your friends; for true friendship is of a nature not only to survive through all the vicissitudes of life, but to continue through an endless duration; not only to stand the shock of conflicting opinions, and the roar of a revolution that shakes the world, but to last when the heavens are no more, and to spring fresh from the ruins of the universe. Be faithful to your country, and prefer its dignity and honor to any degree of popularity and honour for yourself; consulting its interest rather than your own, and rather than the pleasure and gratification of the people, which are often at variance with their welfare.

Be faithful to Masonry, which is to be faithful to the best interests of mankind. Labor, by precept and example, to elevate the standard of Masonic character, to enlarge its sphere of influence, to popularize its teachings, and to make all men know it for the Great Apostle of Peace, Harmony, and Good-will on earth among men; of Liberty, Equality, and

Fraternity.

Masonry is useful to all men to the learned, because it affords them the opportunity of exercising their talents upon subjects eminently worthy of their attention; to the illiterate, because it offers them important instruction; to the young, because it presents them with salutary precepts and good examples, and accustoms them to reflect on the proper mode of living; to the man of the world, whom it furnishes with noble and useful recreation; to the traveler, whom it enables to find friends and brothers in countries where else he would be isolated and solitary; to the worthy man in misfortune, to whom it gives assistance; to the afflicted, on whom it lavishes consolation; to the charitable man, whom it enables to do more good, by uniting with those who are charitable like himself; and to all who have souls capable of appreciating its importance, and of enjoying the charms of a friendship founded on the same principles of religion, morality, and

philanthropy.

A Freemason, therefore, should be a man of honor and of conscience, preferring his duty to everything beside, even to his life; independent in his opinions, and of good morals, submissive to the laws, devoted to humanity, to his country, to his family; kind and indulgent to his brethren, friend of all virtuous men, and ready to assist his fellows by all means in his power.”

With respect to all,

John Lawson, 

Junior Decon, Kennewick Lodge 153

32nd Degree Scottish Rite, Valley of Kennewick
Upcoming events

Degree work – There are three EA degrees coming up in the next few weeks. Please support your S.:D.: as he assembles his team.



Dinners Potlucks – TBD. 



Social Events – None planned this month




 Special events at other Lodges and Concordant  bodies.




Scottish Rite Victory Dinner Sept 14th  
6:30 at Kennewick Temple $15 per person.
Scottish Rite Sept 25th Michael Halleran presentation on Masonry and the Civil War at the Kennewick Temple $15 per person.

Masonic Lunch 3rd Thursday each month, 11:30 Old Country Buffet, Kennewick

Masonic Breakfast 1st Friday each month 8:00 AM Country Gentleman, Kennewick
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District 23 Lodges

Euclid Lodge #125


1229 Bennett Ave, Prosser

2nd & 4th Thursday, 8:00 PM 

(509) 786-4010

Sunnyside Lodge #138     
6th & Harrison, Sunnyside


4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM




(509) 839-0241

Pasco Lodge #173 


1811 West Sylvester, Pasco

1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM

(509) 547-4506

Grandview Lodge #191
207 Ash Ave, Grandview


1st & 3rd Monday, 8:00 PM


(509) 882-6432

Benton Lodge #277


2nd & Alma, Benton City


1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM


(509) 588-3358

Richland Lodge #283

412 Thayer Drive, Richland

1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM


(509) 627-2918

Other Lodges in the Area

Pioneer Lodge #39


1811 West Sylvester, Pasco





2nd & 4th Saturday, 8:00 AM
(509) 547-4506

Tuscan Lodge #136


720  7th   Street, Umatilla OR





2nd Monday, 7:00 PM


(541) 922-5091

Hermiston Lodge #138
200 West Orchard Ave,
 Hermiston, OR
1st  &  3rd Tuesday, 8:00 PM
(541) 567-5857

Umatilla Lodge #40


20 South DuPont St, Echo, OR
 


2nd Tuesday, 7:00  PM


(541) 567-5930


Concordant Bodies

Valley of Kennewick, Scottish Rite
















2nd & 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Alma Chapter #100, Order of Eastern Star













1st Tuesday, 7:30 PM

Youth Groups

Kennewick Assembly #66, Rainbow for Girls












1st & 3rd  Monday, 7:00 PM

Kennewick Bethel #46, Job’s Daughters














2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 PM

V.S. Bayne Chapter, Order of DeMolay


Richland Lodge







1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM

We are sending out the Trestleboard electronically!!

Provide your email address so we may continue to communicate with you.

Send it to: ljrksmith@msn.com 
Also, visit our website for events at the Lodge.  You will also be able to read the latest Trestleboard on our website: 

 http://www.lodge153.org
2B1 – ASK1
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