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From the East
In 1775, when Brot​her Paul Revere declared the British were coming, the American Colonies started down an irreversible path toward independence.  While today the outcome of that war seems inevitable it was not.  Great masons like George Washington and Benjamin Franklin took a stand for a new way of thinking based on a simple concept. That concept had been growing in power since King John had been forced in 1215 by his nobles to sign the Magna Cater, giving some of the people the power to limit the monarch’s power. The slow march to democracy had started. That long march lead Europeans through many experiments, some succeeded and some failed. One of the places that the idea of democracy took root was in the early Masonic Lodges. There men met, as equals, endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights. Among these rights was the right to choose their leaders. Today my brothers I am the 104th man to sit in the oriental chair in Kennewick Lodge.  I must admit my Brothers that I feel the weight of that responsibility, and I am anything but certain that I can live up to the standard that my predecessors have set. 

I know, as certainly as I know anything, that if I succeed in this solemn duty It will be only with your help and support.  I also know there is a secret to governing in a democracy that has always been a hallmark of successful leaders. That simple secret is to remind myself everyday that I was not elected to rule, but to lead. I am YOUR elected representative, as are the other elected officers of this Lodge. We must know your will, your needs, your hopes and your dreams, so that we can make the choices necessary to bring those hopes and dreams true. Therefore I will make time each meeting night, after Lodge, to meet with any man, privately or in a group, in this Lodge and hear whatever you have to say. This is no idle promise.  I can’t promise I can make any or everything you want to happen, but I can promise to listen and give due consideration to your ideas and wishes. This is your Lodge; I sit in your chair. Help me make Kennewick Lodge 153 a second home for you, a place where you can come for spiritual nourishment and fellowship, education and improvement in Masonry, pride and joy.

In my Masonic studies I have noticed something I think could be easily overlooked.  Many people in the popular media believe that Masons meet in their secret Lodges and plan the future of the world; a plan that is executed by Masons acting in secret concert all around the world. You and I know this is not true. But the fact that we as Masons are part of a fraternity that has helped to shape the world is undeniable.  I have come to believe that the secret to our influence is given us in the second degree, and while my obligation prevents me from discussing that here in detail, I can offer this thought. Our Masonic forefathers believed that a well rounded education was important. It would teach us a way to be in the world that would make us better citizens of the world.  Masonry was never meant to be the great charity of the world. It was not meant to be the great director of the world. It was meant to take good men and given them the perspective needed for them to go out in the world and create the great works that we are so proud of. The US was not created in a Masonic Lodge; the men that created the US were created in the Masonic Lodge. They were taught to study nature, and religion and man’s place in the created universe. They were taught to communicate this understanding to the unenlightened, and use it to manifest a better world in accordance with the plan of the Great Architect.  So my brothers let us begin that great work anew.  Let us begin again.

Fraternally,

Worshipful Brother Mike Priddy, Worshipful Master
From the West
There is a story concerning Freemasonry that hails from the American Civil War, just following the attack on Fort Sumter. Armies of the North held Hilton Head and Tybee islands at the mouth of the Savannah River. One night, the Northerners on Hilton Head sent out a messenger under a white flag. It seemed that among them was a Brother who had passed through the Fellow Craft Degree before shipping out. It occurred to the Northerners that, just maybe, there was a nearby lodge that could test him in the Fellow Craft Degree and raise him to Master Mason. As luck would have it, there was indeed a lodge in Savannah that would soon be having a Masters Degree. One morning, not too many days later, a detail of Confederate Cavalry slipped across the Savannah River into South Carolina and traveled through Bluffton to the shore opposite Hilton Head Island. From there they escorted one Fellow Craft Mason and a number of Master Masons safely through the Confederate Lines and back through about 35 miles of Confederate defenses to Savannah where the candidate and his witnesses were delivered into the lodge. The records note that this Brother was indeed proficient in the Fellow Craft Degree and he was raised to the Degree of a Master Mason. That night another detail of Confederate Cavalry, no doubt Brothers to a man, slipped back across the Savannah River and safely escorted their Brothers back to Hilton Head.

No doubt, you have heard other stories such as this where Brother Masons, in the most dangerous of situations, put aside their other considerations and respected each other as Brothers and Masons. They are shining examples of what we should be about as Brothers and Masons in our own Lodge. 

To my mind, the key is simple: respect! I’m not talking about the kind of polite respect that society teaches us in paying our respects to a boss, senior citizen, politician or something similar. I’m talking about respect that comes from the heart. Respect that we give freely because we truly believe in something or someone. We show our respect, or disrespect, in our daily actions, in the way we treat our Brothers, in the way we follow the rules and traditions of our Lodge. We each have taken obligations that bind us to something far greater than ourselves. Taking an obligation is much more than repeating the words. It is engraving those words, their intent and meanings, in our minds and hearts and then showing our respect for them, our true belief in them, by living up to them. I believe that if a Mason disrespects a Brother, either publicly or privately, or if a Mason disrespects the rules and traditions of the Lodge, he is disrespecting his obligations and showing his disrespect for everything those obligations bind him to.

I believe we have the unique opportunity to have a restart, a do-over, in our lodge. Now is the time to come from the dark and step into the light. To me, it is a simple matter of showing our heartfelt respect for each other, the Lodge and Freemasonry in everything we do and say.

 I promise to do my best to live up to those expectations. Will you take that pledge with me?
Fraternally,

Brother Larry Smith, Senior Warden
From the South
Hello from the South! We just got home from Installation and the party at Russ Campbell’s where a good time was had by all; good food, good music and a magic show by our new Chaplain, Jim Door. The installation was well done by the inestimable team of VWB Bill Dodd, WB FJ Moore, WB Iman Wintz and VWB Gene Spaulding with music capably provided by Brother Earl Schwenk.

WB Mike Priddy graciously gave time to VWB Bruce Vesper at installation to present me with my certificate of Proficiency in Lodge Management. This certificate was a direct result of the Lodge sending me to the Wardens Conference this spring. It’s been debated within the Lodge as to the necessity of sending the Senior Deacon to this conference so I wanted to show some tangible evidence of the benefits of doing so. Hopefully, what I’ve learned in this process will reap rewards for the Lodge in the near future. I also hope some of the other Line Officers will consider getting this certificate. Brethren, it’s well worth the effort!

WB Mike has an ambitious schedule of practice set up for the summer to get our new team ready for this fall. I would encourage our new officers to learn their lines so that we can concentrate on the floor work and how everything flows. Good ritual is not just saying the lines by rote, but also using proper inflection and pronunciation, and knowing what the words mean. The whole thing becomes much more enjoyable when you don’t have to worry about whether you will remember your lines, so I encourage you to do some homework.

Fraternally,

Brother Paul, Junior Warden
Events this Summer:
The following events are rehearsals for the officers. Any brother is welcome to attend. Start time 7:00 pm. Dress casual.

July 21st
Open and Close first degree

July 28th
Open and close second degree

August 4th
Open and close on the third

Labor to refreshment

August 11th
Open on third

Call down to first

Call up

Close on third.

August 18th
First degree- first part

August  25th
Open and close on the third. (or which eve degree we believe we will open on)

Labor to refreshment (Practicing for outside speakers)

Practice election

Stated Meetings in September 7:30 1st and 3rd Wed.

September 1st
Regular stated meeting

Casual dress

Program: Presentation on Emergency Preparedness 

Election of secretary

Election of Temple Board Member

September  15th
Regular stated meeting

Casual dress

Installation of Secretary

Program: Share your collection. Bring something you collect and share it. 

Other lodges

Richland Lodge will be will be holding a bake sale for their Bikes for Books program.  The sale will be held July 17th and August  14th at the Pasco WalMart on Road 68. 8:00 am until  sold out. Contact Jay White.

Pasco Lodge will be installing their officers Saturday, July 17, 2010 @ 2:00 PM At the Richland Masonic Lodge 283 Building, 412 Thayer Richland, WA.
Fellowship activities

Masonic Lunch third Thursday each month at Old Country Buffet at 11:30 AM.

Masonic Breakfast first Friday each month at Country Gentlemen at 8:00 AM.

Kennewick Potluck, 4th Wednesday, Sept-June, 7:00 at Kennewick Lodge.

Kennewick Lodge #153 Officers for 2010 - 2011
Worshipful Master
WBro. Mike Priddy
Senior Warden


 Bro. Larry Smith
Junior Warden


Bro. Paul Tunnell
Treasurer



VWBro. Allen Smith
Secretary



WBro. Steve Williams
Senior Deacon


Bro. Larry Brisbois
Junior Deacon


Bro. John Lawson
Senior Steward

Bro. Dave Husted
Junior Steward


Bro. Bob Baxter
Marshall




Bro. Rick Corson

Chaplain




Bro. Jim Door
Tyler





Vacant
District 23 Lodges

Euclid Lodge #125


1229 Bennett Ave, Prosser


2nd & 4th Thursday, 8:00 PM 


(509) 786-4010

Sunnyside Lodge #138      
6th & Harrison, Sunnyside


4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM




(509) 839-0241
Pasco Lodge #173 


1811 West Sylvester, Pasco

1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:30 PM



(509) 547-4506

Grandview Lodge #191

207 Ash Ave, Grandview


1st & 3rd Monday, 8:00 PM



(509) 882-6432
Benton Lodge #277


2nd & Alma, Benton City


1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM



(509) 588-3358

Richland Lodge #283

412 Thayer Drive, Richland

1st & 3rd Monday, 7:30 PM



(509) 627-2918

Other Lodges in the Area
Pioneer Lodge #39


1811 West Sylvester, Pasco

2nd & 4th Saturday, 8:00 AM

(509) 547-4506
Tuscan Lodge #136


720  7th   Street, Umatilla OR

2nd Monday, 7:00 PM



(541) 922-5091

Hermiston Lodge #138        200 West Orchard Ave,



1st  &  3rd Tuesday, 8:00 PM

(541) 567-5857









Hermiston, OR
Umatilla Lodge #40


20 South DuPont St, Echo, OR
 2nd Tuesday, 7:00  PM



(541) 567-5930

Concordant Bodies

Valley of Kennewick, Scottish Rite
















2nd & 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Alma Chapter #100, Order of Eastern Star














1st Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Youth Groups
Kennewick Assembly #66, Rainbow for Girls













1st & 3rd  Monday, 7:00 PM

Kennewick Bethel #46, Job’s Daughters














2nd & 4th Monday, 7:00 PM

V.S. Bayne Chapter, Order of DeMolay


Richland Lodge






1st & 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM

We will see you at the next Stated Communication!
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  http://www.lodge153.org 
We are sending out the Trestleboard electronically!!
Provide your email address so we may continue to communicate with you.
Send it to: ljrksmith@msn.com 
Also, visit our website for events at the Lodge.  You will also be able to read the latest Trestleboard on our website: 
 http://www.lodge153.org
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